Transylvania Community College 2003:

Proposal on Minority Protection in a European Constitution
The idea of this youth exchange is both a continuation of an already tried youth activity and a brand new initiative. 

Firstly, it can be assessed as a second stage of a process started earlier, with the successful implementation of the course Transylvania Community College 2001. The idea was to combine the conclusions, which can be drawn from the problematic context of Transylvanian interethnic relations in the perspective of the upcoming European integration applying the special methodology of the community college format. This framework proved to be apt for offering new alternatives in the search for eventual solutions in the complicated setting of minority-majority relations, both on the regional level and in a European context. 

Secondly, we thought of developing the course content in line with the recent experience of the organizers and the current political setting of the continent. Both of them point in the same direction. Simultaneously with the emerging need of an eventual political reform of the EU structure and the search for new sources of policy justification, there is a strongly emerging need of offering a possible constitution for Europe, which would both legitimize the current political framework, the institutions, it would democratize their setting and at the same time, it would somehow bring them closer to the people of Europe. 

The ambitious Youth 2002 project, planned and implemented in Denmark in July has recognized this necessity and at the same time it has shown that the young people of Europe are willing to dedicate their knowledge and skills to an eventual rebuilding of this structure. From a methodological point of view, the event has also demonstrated that the combination of the folk high school, or community college format with this highly actual context is a lucky one. Furthermore, it was proven to be the best pedagogical manner to promote active citizenship among young people through involving them in such multinational/multicultural projects. 

The partner groups are in fact regional/national branches of the ACC, which has permanent collaborators in the various European countries. Some of them proved to be interested in contributing to the organization of the Transylvania Community College 2003 as well. (see the homepage)

Proposal on Minority Protection in a European Constitution

The two organizers went through a brand new common experience, that of coordinating the course Youth 2002 (www.youth2002.org) in Denmark and thereby developed an additional dimension to the idea of a community college course to be organized in Transylvania, which would synthesize their work, enrich the course content and fit it to the actual context and specificity of the slightly different target group. 

Therefore this year we thought of slightly changing the methodology of the course. Correspondingly, we have decided that the main priority will be to actively involve the participants and facilitate their drafting a Proposal on Minority Protection in a European Constitution. Therefore we thought of considerably reducing the amount of lectures held during the course, and alter the complete methodological framework of the project. 

First of all, we thought of combining the current political developments, the needs of and potential lying in our target group: youth leaders and young people between the ages of 18-25. The first condition assures that they are interested in actual political and cultural developments, e.g. the present state of the process of European integration, the second guarantees that they are not only willing to actively participate in the process of project development, but also requires this as the main condition of their motivation and contribution.  We thought that working together for a common aim, a series of decision with a concrete result would be an excellent way of keeping their interest risen all throughout the stages of project implementation. They are supposedly having a common interest in exploring such issues, as minority protection in the current context of globalization and European integration (which is in itself a bit problematic). Besides having lectures on this complicated topic it would be interesting to involve them in drafting a concrete document in the subject, a possible Proposal on Minority Protection in a European Constitution. This highly controversial topic would naturally offer several challenges to the eventual working method of the course. It is an enormous challenge to explore how to benefit of cultural differences in such a situation, where an agreement has to reached in a given timeframe in a way that the majority of the participants feels involved in the working out of the result and that they feel dedicated to it. The project is in fact thought of as a major simulation game of participatory democracy. 

On the other hand, we firmly believe that by drafting a concrete document, through the submission of an eventual proposal to policy makers and decision taking structures, institutions in Europe they would seize what active European citizenship would mean in practice. 

We also believe that through this result the project would highly contribute to the initial aim of the ACC, that of actively involving young people in such fields, where a proven disinterest was previously prevailing, and to promote such values, which will ultimately result in the creation of a European public sphere, a community of citizens.        

Through organizing this project in Transylvania we would like to bring closer the eventual results of such an event to the Transylvanian public, to let the inhabitants of the region seize the current and very concrete tendencies an eventual European integration would bring to them, and to prepare them to accept the newly emerging values, ultimately to integrate them to the community of active citizens through a change in mentality. On the other hand, Transylvania as a region has also to be brought closer to the European public, in the sense that the young people of Europe would not only think of it as the land of Dracula –which we must admit is the actual situation- but also consider the youth of Transylvania as a possible and coherent actor in the field of generating political, cultural, civil movements in the European sphere. 

We believe –and once has already proven by way of successfully implementing the project in Transylvania- that these kind of courses are effective in letting the population of such remote region, as Transylvania understand what European integration would mean in practice and to actively absorb such notions, which would also define their lives, such as multiculturalism, minority rights, nationalism, intercultural understanding, democratic participation and active citizenship.
