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What would the European Citizenship Education be like?

There is a challenge to make citizens of EUrope aware of and capable to take part in the political realm they are part of.

Key concepts like Europeanization, globalization, migration, multiculturalism, mobility, networking, mono-polarization as well as institutions, public entities and states carrying the changed meanings of these concepts find themselves facing citizens who did not necessarily catch up with the developments.

In Europe the political map has changed and another layer has added itself to the hitherto dominating states. The EU as well as other European political organizations and its citizens face a challenge.

The main endeavour of the FECC is going to be to face the challenge the introduction of new realities and to make citizens in Europe aware of their rights, duties and possibilities they have together with other European citizens.

A key concept within this endeavor should be the concept of citizenship (medborgerskab
).

The question participants and organisers of FECC-courses will have to ask themselves and each other is: what would we like to include in a European citizenship education? Accordingly, what would the basic education on the European citizenship issues be like?

The answer to this question can be divided in three parts. (a) What should ideologically define a citizenship education, (b) what would be the contents of the courses and (c) which methodologies are appropriate in the context?

(a) Ideological frame

1) Historicity. Implicitly we hope for approval among participants of contingency of identities through the face-to-face meetings and dialogues: 

We will try to mediate an increased understanding for the supposedly necessary international dimension of a contemporary European. It is necessary in this day and age for Europeans to know each other better since it seems that borders are being diluted for various reasons. We do likewise consider that the increased international dimension in human self-understanding may do more damage than good. The uniqueness of identities and local elements (diversity) and the international (common) level we all share are mutually dependent on each other. We mean for example that a Nordic identity does not exclude a European one or a Breton identity, a French one, etc. We consider it the way it is and should be. This is in particular valid for a Europe in movement. When it comes to surrendering the romantic access to identity and making linguistic, cultural or national belonging something inbred, then the residential school format has especially good preconditions. We consider that group identity or the feeling of belonging to a group which inevitably arises at a school in which everyone eats, lives, works and sleeps under the same roof can, if properly shaped, result in the participants putting their sense of belonging in perspective without rejecting it. It is our opinion that just such a school will be able to contribute to the participants being able to focus on the historical content of their identity.

By this also to pave the way for understanding that individuals can hold a political European and/or global identity and at the same time consider they to be part of a local or national, cultural and/or political belonging
.

2) The aim is European Citizenship education (Deliberative/Communicative).
a) Citizenship Education is political. It introduces the policies, legal entities, political forums and powers, “Landeskunde
”, etc., necessities for acting as an Active European Citizen.
b) Knowledge about the multicultural (multi-individual) reality and diversity through personal meetings.
c) We abstain from authoritatively to take part in any cultural dimensioning of a European identity.
d) A European cultural identity is as legitimate as any other cultural identity –not more, not less. The FECC wishes to “allow” space to life (culture) without allowing cultural identification systems to conquer the political space.
The FECC wishes to “allow” space to life (culture) without allowing cultural identification systems to conquer the political space.

3) We are in favour of a development of democracy and of a Europe of welfare that grows bottom-up, meaning from social movements belonging to civil society. This bottom-up democracy is a model to strive for of the FECC. Since democracies growing out of social movements have established themselves as characteristically for the Nordic countries histories, it is natural –insofar as the FECC establishes itself in a Nordic country- to make the particular Nordic development a permanent subject of investigation and inspiration.

It has been a traditional aim of the Nordic Folk High Schools and the movement surrounding it to make citizens develop self-confidence (myndighed
) and frankness. As this aim goes hand in hand with the aim of developing the skills and qualifications necessary to act as an active European citizen, it serves naturally as inspiration as well.

4) Ultimately the FECC wishes to develop a European public sphere through common non-formal education.

The FECC is though considering itself a living experiment, which probably needs revision of ideology even within the first years of its existence.

It should be said, that the aim of so to say cleansing the political space for any cultural influence is probably impossible, but the process of a dialogue and of arguing are probably only fully to be understood if considered both bound to and free from culture and contingency.

This probably provides our ambitions with a link to the Hegelian “Identität der Identität und Differenz” and at least to the EU vision of “Unity in Diversity”.

The pedagogical space has to be staged as both bound to and free from culture and contingency. The bonds are given with the cultural identities of the participants in courses. Independent become the groups of participants by the fact that everyone is in minority. The “choreography” of the FECC should try to avoid the particular historical naturalization of the concept of nation – that nation has a privileged status when talking about identification.

We consider politics to be conditioning culture rather than culture to be conditioning or framing politics.

The mean of the residential school format includes a mean of avoiding majority of any identity. This is though considered being a mean rather than being part of an aim or an ideology. The mean serves what is mentioned in subparagraph (1).

(b) Contents of the courses

We see the contents of the courses to be twofold, including aspects on knowledge and skills/behaviour.

The following are the keywords for the contents concerning the knowledge aspects for the longer lasting courses (12 weeks):

1. Composition of Europe.

2. The histories of Europe.

3. Europe’s identities and belongings (presented to a high extent by the participants themselves).

4. The political powers of Europe - the elected and the marketplace.

5. The political forums of Europe, CoE, EU, parliaments, NATO etc.

6. Europe as a player in the world.

7. Organization of the civil society.

The following are the keywords for the contents regarding the skills the participants will be able to acquire.

1. Organisational skills (preparation, implementing, evaluation events and activities, fundraising)

2. Communication skills (verbal and non-verbal communication, rhetoric, active listening)

3. Intercultural skills (stereotypes, prejudices)

Information and debate about these contents can be organized in four types of knowledge (partly mirrored in the schedule of the annex).

I) What is Europe?

II) What does Europe do?

III) What should Europe do?

IV) How to operate as a European Citizen?

These questions could be schematized within for example courses (horizontal in the annex schedule A-E):

A) Europe – the unity

B) Europe – the diversity

C) Active Citizen – skills, tools and competences

The following themes would be on the schedule in accordance with the vision expressed in key-element 4 described upon.

D+E) Nordic Perspectives / Community Multipliers

(c) Educational and Methodological approach

The FECC would like to promote a unique educational methodology based on a combination of the formal and non formal traditions.

This pedagogical approach will gather on the one hand the dimension of transmitting facts and knowledge together with the promotion of the development of skills and abilities of the individual. 

It will combine the listening dimension from the formal education tradition with the active participation and ‘doing’ of the non formal schemes.

Due to the international dimension of the FECC the educational methodologies will be very much focused on the dialogue and the exchange of experiences among participants. It will promote the living and experiencing learning.

In this sense we can foresee that the teachers employed will have both the role of teachers and facilitators or it could also mean that there could be two “types” of educators hired, this will depend mainly on the profile of the applicants. 

Students will share responsibilities on the learning outcome together with the teachers/facilitators by participating actively in the educational process. 

� Danish language


� The minority course 1997, page 5-6 revised, (www.johnp.dk/Tekst/Report%20The%20Minority%20Course%201997.pdf)


� German language


� Danish language
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