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What is ACC?

ACC currently has arcund 500 individual members from 35 European
states. We work for the development of a European public sphere.

The main idea of ACC is that a unigue way of promoting this objective
would be through establishing residential community colleges on a
common European level.

ACC organises events and courses for mixed groups of Europeans, let
participants learn and live together for a longer period of time, in
order to demonstrate how to develop a commeon trans-national political
identity.

ACC liaises authorities to promote the idea of creating and running
common European community colleges.

ACC is active all over Europe, in 2004-5 focusing on Community College
Courses in Trieste/Pliskovica (I/SLO), Jekabpils (LV), Arhus (DK),
Regeelle (1), Rhodes (GR), Cornwall (UK), and Berlin {GE)

John Petersen Conchi Gallego
Chairperson, ACC Vice Chairperson, ACC
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Our Innovative Project: FECC

The First European Community College (FECC) is an initiative that follows up
naturally on the octivities and initiatives of the Association for Community
Colleges.

During recent years, ACC has proved the viability of the concept and the
popularity ameng European youngsters of gathering in the projects that
fall within the definition of European Community Colleges.

The idea of founding and developing of & First European Community
Colleges is inspired by the Nordic concept of Folk High Schools, the format
of Grundtvigian residential colleges.

We offer for the European community a European Citizenship Education.
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We have the power but need the plant ...

Organising individual community college courses
has given many of the organisers valuable know-
how about such activities.

This gurantees the success of a future European
Community College.

Having a permanent space with bricks and walls

framing our work will give us a better chance of
«, Optimising our educational activities - instead of
L dealing with funding and logistics most of the
B time.

Erik Jentges, ACC board member, responsible for Re-
presentations Community College, Berlin

To be a European is to borrow one's way!

There is reason to thank all those who have lent or rented their schools
or premises to ACC’s European events and community college courses,

It is so much more impressive as many of the places we have rented ha-
ve other reasons for existing than dealing with European issues.

Generally speaking, the purpose of existing institutions, legal systems
and measures of subvention are made to serve the ideas and political
realms they were invented within. To be a European today is to borrow
one’s way through these structures.

It is still a challenge to be a European in Europe!

It is our plan to ease that challenge a bit by founding a First European
Community College,

Howewver, our events and courses need a home - a home for face-to-face
meetings and debates among the citizens in a Europe that is becoming
still more globalised.
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Current ACC Courses

The past years the Association for Community Colleges has carried out
residential school courses at many locations throughout Europe.The
teams behind the courses are the building bricks of our First European
Community College.

The themes of the courses have varied and comprise:

The EU-Enlargement

European national minorities

The EU-Constitution-Treaty
Maobility on the labour market
Education and Training

Rural Development

European Periodicals and Media
Human Rights

Alternative Learning Methods
And many mare are coming up....

Despite the variety the unifying concepts are always the same:

" European issues on the course agenda

" Debate among Europeans instead of among countrymen

. Meetings follow the residential format of European Community Colleges
. Courses result in a concrete outcome (e.g, TV productions, print/web

publications, etc.) contributing to the European public sphere,

A more permanent and physical course frame
would mean a chance for many more people
to participate.

The duration of the courses is also impor-
tant; the longer they are, the closer and mo-
re intense the experience you get.

A First European Community College will cla-
rify both what the courses offer and what
the outcome will be for vou.

Arevik Arakelian, course participant, Schiedam
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Projected FECC

' Theme A B

|  What is..?

I What
does...?

n
Wheat
should...®

It is extremely important for the school that the residential format is not
only a means, but also part of the general objective;
it is not only important what is learned, but also with whom.
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Course Qutline

The course outline presented above does not describe the important
"lessons learned outside lessons™:
Learning also means learning the art of living together.
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European Community Colleges - Toward Real Democracy ‘

It is said that democracy is when everybody has the right to vote.
It is also said that in the EU of today— if not in Europe as such— we
have democracy in deficit.

We believe knowing one’s rights won't do the trick alone. It takes
action to implement democracy.

We encourage anyone with the right to vote to take the opportunity to
explore the actual implications of our rights and responsibilities as
Eurcpean citizens.

We believe it is crucial for Europeans to define what Europe should be.
Democracy only makes sense

« if we act on its verbal promises

« if we make an effort to understand what Europe is about

« If we create a forum for lay Europeans to meet, discuss and learn
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The Year is 2020...

Evropean Community Colleges (ECCs) are scaftered all aeross Europe.
They are there because Europeans have ogreed upon the necessity of local
forums in which Europeans can meet and discuss what Europe is.

ECCs recruit participants from every corner of Europe. In unison, these groups
represent European unity in diversity; voices, cultures, idenfities and opinions
join forces.

These Europeans believe thot really comprehending Europe means living with
the other Europeans for o while, and the ECCs grounded in the residential
school formaf provide o perfect setting for formal and informal nefworking,
discussion and learning.

At some stoge in their lives oll Europeans join an ECC course and most have
contacts oll over Furope. They developed this network af long-term ECC-
courses.

It all began with the First European Community College (FECC).
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Qur Supporters

ANNEGRETE HOLMSGAARD (Member of Danish Parliament, Socialistisk Folkeparti)
ANDREAS ABLING (Farmer, Project-coordinator)

ASGER BAUNSBAK-JENSEN {Author)

BJERN NERGAARD (Artist)

BERNHARD BRAUMAMN [Late Minister Councillor, German Embassy, Copenhagen)
BERTEL HAARDER (Danish Minister for Integration, Venstre)

BRITTA SCHALL-HOLBERG (Landed proprietar)

CHRISTINE ANTORINI {Authar)

CLAUS LARSEN-JEMSEN (Member of Danish Parliament, Socialdemokraterne)
ERIK BOEL (President, Danish European Movement)

GRETHE ROSTE@LL (Late Danish Minister for Culture, Kanservative)
FREDERIK CHRISTENSEN {Late FFD Chairman & principal)

HANME DAHL (Spokesperson, Junibevasgelsen)

HANS ANDERSEN (Businessman)

HELLE THORMING-SCHMIDT (Socialdemakraterne)

H.E. HELLE DEGN (Late Minister/Commissioner, Socialdemokraterne)
HENRIK DAM KRISTENSEN {MEP, Social Demacrats)

JAN IFVERSEN (Associate Professor, University of Aarhus)

JAKOB ERLE (Director, International Academy for Education and Demaocracy)
JBRGEN OLSEM (Chairman, Nordic Academy initiative)

KIRSTEN GOMARD (Associate Professor, University of Aarhus)

KNUD-ERIK THERKELSEN (Secretary-General & FFD Vice-Chairman)

LARS KOLIMD (Director)

LISANME WILKEN (Associate Professor, University of Aarhus)

MARGRETHE AUKEN (MEP, Socialistisk Folkeparti)

MARGRETHE VESTAGER {Member of Danish Parliament, Radikale Venstre)
MASER KHADER (Member of Danish Parliament, Radikale Venstre)

MIELS HELVEG PETERSEM (Member of Danish Parliament, Radikale Venstre)
MIELS HBJLUND {Author, debater)

OVE KORSGAARD (Professar, AWE-president, Danish University of Education)
POUL EMGEERG (Authar)

UFFE @STERGARD (Jean Maonnet Prof., Dir., Dept. Holocaust & Genocide Studies)
YILLY S@VNDAL {Member of Danish Parliament, Socialistisk Folkeparti)
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Join Our Network - your moral support counts too

Approximately 500 Europeans lead by

. Conchi Gallego (Madrid)

. Dasa Bolcina (Trieste)

. Emma Yeoman (Sheffield)

. Erik Jentges (Berlin)

s Eva Valvo (Pisa)

. Jan-Christoph Mapierski (Haan)

. John Petersen (Arhus)

. Miellma Mehmeti (Skopje)

As ambassadors of the First European Community College, we invite you
to become a part of the network of the First European Community
Callege.

We need your moral support and your good advice.

Contact us at eurocitizen@acc.eu.org

From a normative point of view legitimacy can only be achieved in a
deliberative, public process between free and equal citizens.

This is so because what is common will have to be decided in public and
inot prior to it {E.Q. Eriksen) |
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